REMARKS 



This is responsive to the Office Action mailed December 28, 2006. Since the Office 
Action is final, it is accompanied by a request for continued examination ("RCE") together with 
the required fee. 

All the claims stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by Smith, U.S. 
Patent No. 2,5 1 5,099 ("Smith"). 

The claims are amended to clarify that the apron is an integral part of the sink, as 
disclosed in the Figure as originally filed, and as referenced (with reference designator 17) in the 
Figure as amended. However, it is submitted for the record that the term inherently included the 
limitation that is explicitly added now, so the amendment does not alter the scope of the claims. 

While it is also not believed to be necessary, Applicant submits a second Declaration of 
William McKeone addressing the Examiner's concern that he might not be a disinterested party. 

Also, Applicant submits additional evidence on the meaning of the term "apron" in the 
form of the pertinent dictionary definition,"i.e., "an upward or downward vertical extension of a 
sink or lavatory." Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary, 1991 ed., page 98 (copy 
enclosed). The dictionary also supports Applicant's position that an apron is part of a sink, and 
so cannot reasonably be read as the Examiner has urged to include the under-sink cabinet or 
"enclosure" disclosed in Smith. 

The Smith patent also uses the term "apron" consistent with both the McKeone 
Declaration and the dictionary definition, stating: 
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The preferred embodiment of my invention herein shown includes in its general 
organization a pair of opposed walls 10, width extension plates 12, length 
extension plates 14, and a front wall assembly 16. As shown in Fig. 1 these 
members are assembled in the space beneath a conventional, cast-iron, enamel- 
finished sink 18 which has one or more bowls 20 and an overhanging apron 22. 
Col. 2, lines 18 -26. 

The Smith patent distinguishes between an "apron," which is part of the sink 18, and the 
"pair of opposed walls 10, width extension plates 12, length extension plates 14, and . . . front 
wall assembly 16" that defines the assembly that is installed underneath the sink. 

It is clear from the evidence of record that applicant is not asserting a "special" definition 
for the term "apron." Applicant argues that the term should be construed to have its ordinary 
meaning, i.e., the meaning that would be ordinarily understood by a person of ordinary skill in 
the art as described in MPEP 2111. 

It appears that the Examiner has adopted a "special" definition, apparently on the grounds 
that the ordinary meaning is inconsistent with the specification. But no basis for this conclusion 
has been indicated, and none is apparent. The only sentence relevant to the meaning of the term 
"apron" in the specification is in the amended paragraph at page 3, lines 17-18: 

"Depending downwardly from a front portion 13a of the sink 10 is an apron 17 
having a front surface 12." 

The sink enclosure in Smith does not "depend" from the sink, so the specification is 
consistent with Applicant's position that the term "apron" does not read on the sink enclosure in 
Smith. 
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Notwithstanding, the Examiner takes the position that the term must be construed 
differently than would otherwise be called for by MPEP 2111 because the term was added by 
amendment and was not present in the original disclosure. But Applicant cannot find, and the 
Examiner has not identified, any authority for this position. If any such authority is known to the 
Examiner, it is respectfully requested that it be identified specifically. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the case is in condition for allowance. 




Garth ^hke 
Reg. No. 40,662 
(503) 228 - 1841 
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fr. OF, 
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e X>*prizX vr apprized; £ 

. fr. a- (fr. L ad-)..+ pr 



«; ap-priz-ing [ME appriseru fr. MF aprisier. 
prisier to appraise — more at PRIZE] (15c) 

: VALUE, APPRECIATE 

•ap-proach \>'prdch\ vb [ME approchen, fr. OF aprochier,.U. LL ap- 
propiare, fr. L ad- .+ prope near, akin to L pro before — more at PROXI- 
mate] vr (13c)' 1 a : to draw closer to : .near <~ the podium) b : to 
come very near to : be almost the same as (its mathematics ~es mysti- ■ 
cism — Theodore Sturgeon) -<as the quantity x ~es zero) 2 .a : to 
make advances to esp. in order to create a desired result (was ~ed by 
several Broadway producers) b : to take preliminary steps toward 
accomplishment or full knowledge or experience of <~ the subject with 
an open mind) vi 1 : to draw nearer <dawn ~cs> 2 : to make an 
approach in golf 

^approach n (15c) 1 a : an act or instance of approaching <the ~ of 
summer) b : approximation <in this book he makes his. closest ~ to 
greatness) 2 a : the taking of preliminary steps toward a particular 
purpose <experimenting with new lines of ~> b : a particular manner 
of taking such steps <a highly individual — to language) 3 : a means 
of access : avenue 4 a : a golf shot from the fairway toward the 
green b : the steps taken by a bowler before he delivers the ball; also 
: the part of the alley behind the foul line from which the bowler deliv- 
ers the ball ' ■ 

ap*proach*able X^'pro-cba-balX adj (1571) : capable of being 
proached : ACCESSIBLE; specif : easy to meet or deal with — ap*pn 
ability X-.pro^cha-'bil-at-eX n 1 . 

ap>pro*bate \'ap-r^,bat\ vr -bat«ed; -baMng [ME approbates fr. L ap- 
ptobatus, pp. of approbate — more at approve] (15c) : APPROVE. SANC- 
tion — ap>pro*ba*to*ry \'ap-r>-bo^t5r-a, ^-'pro-b^-, -,tor-\ adj 

ap*pro*ba*tion X^p-re- ba-snsnX n (14c) 1 obs : proof 2 a : an act of 
approving formally or officially b : commendation, praise *■• 

1 ap*pro*pn>ate \3-*pro-pre-,at\ vr -at«ed; -at«ing [ME appropriates fr. LL 
appropriatus, pp. of appropriate, fr. L ad- -f- proprius own] (15c) 1 : to 
take exclusive possession of : annex (no one should ~ a common 
benefit) 2 : to set apart for or assign to a particular purpose or use <~ 
money for the research program) 3 : to take or make use of without 
authority or right — ap-pro-pri«a-ble \-pre-»-b3l\ adj — ap-pro-pri»a»tor 
\-pre-,at-3r\ n , « * . , - ... 

2 ap-pro*pri«ate \^-'p r o-pre-3t\ adj (15c) : especially suitable or compati- 
ble : fitting -syn see fit. — ap*pro*pri«ate*ly adv — ap.pro*pri>ate*ness 
n , . 

ap-pro-pri-a-tion X^.pro-pre-'a-shanX n (14c) < 1 : an act or instance of 
appropriating 2 : something that has been appropriated; specif 
: money set aside by formal- action fort a specific use — ap*pro*pri«a*tive 
V*prd-pre-,at-iv\ aojr • ... . 

ap-prov«able \^-'prii-v3-b3l\ adj (15c) : capable or worthy of being ap- 
proved — ap-prov»ably \-ble\ adv 

ap-prov-al Xa-'pru-valX^n (1616) : an act or instance of approving : .ap- 
probation — on approval : subject to a prospective buyer s acceptance 
or refusal (took the suit home on appro vat} 

np- prove \^'pruv\ .vb ap-proved; ap-prov-ing [ME approven, fr. MF 
aprover,iv. L approbare, fr. ad-, -f probare to prove — more at prove] vr 
(i4c) 1 obs : prove, attest 2 : to have or express a favorable opinion 
of (couldn't "~ his conduct) 3 a : to accept as satisfactory (hopes 
she will ~ the date of the meeting) b : to give" formal or official sanc- 
tion to : ratify (Congress approved the proposed budget),,'*" vi : to 
take a favorable view (doesn't ~ of fighting) — ap.prov-ing.ly V'pru- 
vig-le\ adv 

syn approve, endorse, sanction, accredit, certify mean to have or 
express a favorable opinion of. APPROVE often implies no more than 
this but may suggest considerable esteem or admiration; ENDORSE 
suggests an explicit statement of support; sanction implies both ap-. 
piroval and authorization; accredit and certify usu. imply official 
endorsement attesting to conformity to set standards, 
approved school h, Brit (1932) : a school forjuvenile delinquents 
>ap*prox>i*mate Xa-'prak-sa-matX adj [LL approximates, pp. of approx- 
imare to come near, fr. L ad- + proximare to come near — more at 
proximate] (15c) 1 : nearly correct or exact (an ~ solution) 2 :. lo- 
cated close together (~ leaves) — ap*prox*i*mate«ly adv 
2 ap>prox*i*mate \-,mat\ vb -mat*ed; -mating vr (15c) 1 a : to bring 
near or close b : to bring (cut edges of tissue) together 2 : to come 
near to or be close to in position, value, or characteristics (a child tries 
to ~ his parents' speech) vi I: to come close* 

ap>prox*i*ma*tion X^prak-s^-'ma-shsnX n (15c) *'l : the act or process 
of drawing together 2 : the quality or state of being close or near (an 
~ to the truth) 3 : something that is approximate; esp : a mathemati- 
cal quantity that is close in value to but not. the same as a desired quan- 
tity — ap*prox*i*ma*tive \-'prak-s3-,mat-ivV adj 

ap*pur«te*nance \^- , p3rt-n3n(t)s, -'n-an(t)s\ n (14c). 1 : an incidental 
right (as a right-of-way) attached to a principal property right and 
passing in possession with it 2 : a subordinatejpart or adjunct (the ~ 
of welcome is fashion and ceremony — Shak.) 5 pi : accessory objects 
: apparatus * 

ap-pur*te*nant X^-'part-nant, - 3 n-ant\ adj [ME apertenant, fr. MF, fr. OF, 
prp. of apartenir to belong — more at appertain] (14c) 1 : constitut- 
ing a legal accompaniment 2 : auxiliary, accessory — appurtenant 
n 

aprax-ia XOa-'prak-se-aX n [NL, fr. Gk, inaction, fr. a- + praxis action, 
fr. prassein to do — more at practical] (1888) : loss or impairment of 
the ability to execute complex coordinated movements without impair- 
ment of the muscles or senses — aprac*tic \-'prak-tik\ or aprax-ic 
\-'prak-sik\ adj 

apres \C)ap-,ra, C)ap-\ prep [prob. back-formation fr. apres-ski] (1954) 
: after <~ tennis) -r- usu. used in combination (apres-tneater party) 

apres-ski X.ap-.ra-'ske, .apA n [F apres after + ski ski, skiing] (1954) 
: social activity (as at a ski lodge) after a day's skiing — apres-ski adj 

apri*cot \'ap-ra-»kat, .'a-pr->\ n, often attrib [alter, of earlier abrecock, 

jderiv. of Ar al-birqiiq the apricot] (1551) 1 a : the oval orange* 
colored fruit of a temperate-zone tree (Prunus armeniaca) resembling 
the related peach and. plum in flavor b : a tree that bears apricots -2 
: a variable color averaging a moderate orange 

April Va-pral\ n'[ME fr. OF & L; OF avrilL fr. L Aprilis] (bef.M2c) 
: the 4th month of the Gregorian calendar 

April fool ii (1687) : the butt of a joke or trick played on April Fools' 
Day;aiso: such a joke or trick 



April Fools' Day n (1832) : April . 1 characteristically marked by the 
playing of practical jokes ' ^)] 

a pri*o*ri \3*pre> o(a)r-e, ,ap-re-; .a-Qpri-'dX^r-J, ,-pre-'6(3)r^ 
-*6(3)r-\ ao7 [L, lit., from the former] (165 1) 1 a: deductive b : re^ 
lating to or derived by reasoning from self-evident propositions TCi 
compare a posteriori c : presupposed by experience 2 a : being 
without examination or analysis : presumptive b :' formed or cdn : 
ceived beforehand — a priori adv — - apri*or*i*ty \-'6r-3t-e\ n ^ 

apron Va-pran, -psrn\ n. often attrib [ME, alter, (resulting fr.. incorrect 
division of a. napron) of napron, fr. MF naperon. dim. of nape cloth? 
modif. of L mappa napkin — more at map] (14c) 1 : a garment usu: of 
cloth, plastic, or leather usu. tied around the waist and used to protect 
clothing or adorn. a costume 2 something that suggests or resembles 
an apron in shape, position, or use: as a : the lower member under the 
sill of .the interior casing of a window b : an upward or downward 
vertical extension of a sink or lavatory c : a piece of waterproof cloth 
spread out (as before the scat of a vehicle) as a protection from rain or , 
mud d : a covering (as of sheet metal) for protecting parts of machin-* 
cry e : an endless belt for carrying material f.: an extensive, fans 
shaped deposit of detritus g : the part of the stage in front of the prcK 
scenium arch h : the area along the waterfront edge of a pier or wharf 
i : a shield (as of concrete, planking, or brushwood) along the bank of 
a river, along a seawall, or below. a dam j : the extensive paved part'of 
an airport immediately adjacent to the terminal area or hangars . Jf/* 

apron string n (1542) : the string of an apron — usu. used in pi. as.' 
symbol of dominance or complete control (though 40 years old he was 
still tied to his mother's apron strings) ' - ,^ , 

1 ap*ro«pos V^ap-ra-'po, 'ap-re-.X adv [F a propos, lit., to the purpose] 
(1668) 1: at an opportune. time : seasonably 2:. BYTHEWAY "fa 

'apropos adj (1686) : being both relevant and opportune syn see rele. 
vant . " 

Apropos prep (1910) : APROPOS OF 

apropos of prep (1746) : with regard to : concerning r jw 
apse \'aps\ n [ML & L; ML apsis, fr. L] (1822) 1 : APSIS 1 2 : a pro\ 
jecting part of a building (as a church) that is usu. semicircular in plan 
and vaulted " 
apodal Y'ap-sdd-'lV adj (1846) : of or relating to an apse 
ap«is \'ap-sas\ n, pi ap-si-des X-sa-.dezX [NL apsid-, apsis, fr. L, arciT lf 
orbit, fr. Gk hapsid-. napsis, fr. haptein to fasten] (1658) 1 : the point- 
in. an astronomical orbit at -which the distance of the. body from tHe, 
center of attraction is either greatest or least 2 : apse 2 
apt \'apt\ adj [ME, fr. L aptus, lit., fastened, fr. t pp. of apere to fasten;, 
akin to L apisci to reach, apud near, Gk hapsis fastened; Skt apta fit]! 
(14c) 1 : unusually fitted or qualified : ready (proved ah ~ tool'.' in] 
the hands of the conspirators) '2 a;: having a tendency : likely^ 
(plants ~ to suffer from drought) b : ordinarily disposed : inclined; 
(~ to accept what is plausible as true) 3 suited to a purpose; 'esp. 
: being to the point (an ~. quotation) 4 : keenly intelligent ahd're-j 
sponsive syn see fit. quick usage see liable — apMy X'ap-d^eX adv] 
— apt*ness \'ap(t)-n3S\ n .^M 
ap>ter-ous Vap-ta-rasX adj [Gk apteros, fr. a- + pteron wing more at] 
feather] (1775): lacking wings (~ insects) 15*1 
ap-ter-yx X'ap-U-riksX n [NL, fr. a- .+ Gk preryx wing; akin to'.gw 
pteron\ (1813): Kiwi J -3S 



^Aquar«i.us X-«-w\ n [L (gen. A 
rlation south of Pegasus pictu 
11th sign of the zodiac in asti 



. eronl(181.. 

ap-ti-tude \*ap-t3- t t(y)ud\ n [ME, fr. 'ML aptitudo, fr. LL, fitness, frVXl 
aptus] (15c) la: inclination, tendency b: a natural ability :.itya 
ent 2 : capacity for learning : aptness 3 : general suitability syn seel 
gift — ap*ti*tu*di*nal X^p-ta-'t^ud-nal, -'n-alX adj — ap*ti*tu<di«nal;$l 
\-e\adv rilf 

aptitude test n (1923) : a standardized test designed to predict an iodjj 
vi dual's ability to learn certain skills '^qL 

ap-y-rase \'ap-»-,ras, -,raz\ n [adenosine + Pyrophosphate + -osejl 
(1945) : any of several enzymes that hydrolyze ATP with. the liberation! 
of phosphate and energy fin 

aqua X'ak-wa, r ak-\ n, pi aquae X'ak-Qwe, *ak-,wi\ or aquas [L— - more atl 
island] (14c) 1 : water; esp : an aqueous solution (as of a volatile! 
substance) 2 : a light greenish blue color --^m 

a qua -cade \'ak-w»-,kad, ak-\ n [Aquacade, a water entertainment specV 
tacle orig. at Qeveland, Ohio (1937)] (1937) : a water spectacle thatf 
consists usu. of exhibitions of swimming and diving with musical-acj 
companiment 

aqua*cu)*ture also aqui*cul*ture X'ak-wa-Jcal-char, *ak-\ n [L aqua -lyE 
-culture (as in agriculture)] (1867) : the cultivation of the natural pr£ 
duce of water (as fish or shellfish) — aqua-cul-rur-al \,ak-w»-T£3i?5 
(a-)ral, ,ak-\ adj — aqua<ul*tur*ist \-Mnst\ n. . , t > 

Aqua-dag X'ak-wa-.dag, r ak-\ trademark — used for a colloidal susp» 
sion of fine particles of graphite in water for use as a lubricant * . it 

aqua>for*tis X.ak-wo-'fdrt-as, ,ak-\ n [NL aqua fortis, lit., strong water, 
05c): nitric acid 

aqua*lung>er X'ak-w^-Jan-ar; "ak-X n [fr. Aqua-lung a trademark] (1952J 
: scuba diver - ^ 

aqua*ma*rine X.ak-wa-mo-'ren, ^k-\ n [NL aqua marina, fr. L, sea water] 
0598) 1 : a transparent beryl that is blue, blue-green, or green<tp 
color 2 : a pale blue to light greenish blue 

aqua-naut X^k-w^not, *ak-, -jiat\ n [L aqua E -naur (as in aen>. 
naut)] (1881) : a scuba diver who lives and operates both inside and 
outside an underwater shelter for an extended period * . ; 

aqua-plane X'ak-wa-.plan, "ak-X n (1914) : a board towed behind-* 
speeding motorboat and ridden by a person standing on it — aqojj 



plane vi — auua*plan«er n 

aqua pu«ra X^k-wa-'pyur-s, ,ak-\ n [L] (ca. 1934) : pure water 
aqua re-gia V're-j(e-)a\ n [NL, lit., royal water] 0610) : a mixture 
nitric and hydrochloric acids that dissolves gold or platinum k V1 
aquarelle X.ak-wa-'rel, ,ak-\ n [F, fr. obs. It acquarella (now acquereM, 
fr. aequo water, fr. L aqua] (1869) : a drawing usu. in transparent 
tercolor — aqua-rell-ist \-'rel-3st\ n 1 
Aquar*i*an kwar-e-an, -Tcwer-X n (1 968) : aquarius 2b 
aquar.ist \3-*kwar-3St, -Tcwer-X n (ca. 1893) : one who keeps an aqu^ 
ium .\ 
aquar.i-um X^-Tcwar-e-am, -Tcwer-X n, pi -i-ums or -ia \-e-3\ [L, watennf 
place for cattle, fr. neut. of aquarius of water, fr. aqua] (ca. 1 847) *1 ^ 
container (as a glass tank) or an. artificial pond in which living aquatic 
animals or plants are kept 2 : an establishment where aquatic colj^ 
tions of living organisms are kept and exhibited t 




Vaquati- 

^constr.: water sports 
'.aqua'tint X'ak-wa-.tint, *ak-\ n 
. method of etching a printing 
^ washes can- be reproduced; at 
aquatint vr — aqua*tint«er r. 
^aqua'Wt \Tik-wa- vet\ n [Sw, Z 
.jg Tl 890): a clear Scandinavian 1 
waqua vi-tae Xiak-wa-'vit-e, ^k-\ 
^: ardent spirits; esp : a stroni 
*aq»iie-duct X'ak-w»-4dkt\ n [L 
<Iauctus act of leading — mon 
i-. water; esp t one for carrying ; 

structure for conveying a can; 
\ passage in a part or organ_ 
t^a&ous \'a-kwe-3S, 'ak-we-\ a 
i^: f of ^relating to, or resembling 

+ £.2 ilbf or relating to the aqueov 
I aqueous humor n (1643) : a tr 
^tween the crystalline lens and I 

. rcaqui*fer X'ak-ws-far, Tik-X n [N 
^bearing stratum; of permeabh 
^Xa-Tcwif-a-ras, a-\ adj 
jaq^uWe-gia X^k-ws-Te-j(e-)a\ n 
:aq>ui*line \'ak-w^-,hn, -bn\ adj 
„.: of,. relating to, or resemblin 
VibeakXan ~ nose) — aq*ui*Iin>i 
i 1 aqiiiv»er [ \»r , kwiv-3r\ aoji.O 883) 
w . ~ with excitement) 
tarATirN* [ME] (14c) : the lette 
^ar;\»r, also ^ar\ adj suffix [ME, 
"ting to" (molecular; : being <spe 
i. Ar^b Var-3b\ n [ME, fr. L At 

* '''Arab] (14c) 1 a : a memb 
: % ' peninsula b : .a. member of a 

Ahorse ^ Arab adj 
• "arabesque ,\,ar-»-'Desk\ adj [1 
t Z*Arabo'Ar&b, fr. L A tabus] (ca 
_ ^ style of arabesque ' 

Jarabesque n (1786) 1 : anon 
^employs ' ^ flower, foliage, or' fi 
animal; and figural outlines to i 
- 'Vpatterh of interlaced lines 2 : 
fffl which the body is bent forw 
*" qne*le'g^with one arm extend* 
pother arm arid leg' back ware 
piritricate pattern of verbal expi 
: \ eration ^-C: E.' Montague) 
jArafbi^ri horse \3-,ra-be-3n-\ n 
^6f J the stock used, by the nati 
^adjacent regions 2 : a horse < 
its graceful build, stamina, int. 
; — called also Arabian 
"Arabic Var-»-bik\ h (14c) : a 
the Hejazand Nejd that is no 
~dan, Lebanon, Syna^Iraq, Egy 
'.. ' 2 Arabic ad; (1526) 1-: of, relat 
^Arabs 2 : of, relating to, or c 
^'utilizing Arabic numerals 
Arabic alphabet n (1946) : the 
Aramaic which is used for writi 
r ;^sev^eral other languages of 'Islan 
araf>i<i2e V^-'rab-^-.sizX vr -cize 
*(a language or elements of a 1 
^yattern ofArabic 2: arabize 
Arabic numeral n (ca. 1847): oi 
^6, 7; 8/9 — see number table 
^arab.i.noseA^'rab-a-mos, ^0^ 
gum -arabic, fr. gum arabic + 
raWose sugar,C 3 H l0 O 5 of the pei 
ara^ncNsule X^'bin-^oC : 
■thai ; yields arabinose on hydrol- 
Ar.ab.ist Var-»-l»st\ n (ca. 17f 
Buage or in Arabic culture 2 
•^positions in international affair* 
ar.ab.ize \'ar-»-,biz\ vr -ized; -iz- 
acquire Arabic customs,- manne 
-ractal or national stock) by an a 

i? Sf b ! e VS^^V «ff [MF or 
^akm-.to OE erian to pfow, Gk 
•plowing pr tillage — ar.a.bil.i-ti 
^."(l^f land that is tul 

;genus najnc -f -onic (as in glw 

• a liquid unsaturated acid C*J 
'a- precursor, of some prostaglan 
*nal nutrition 



arach.nid Xa-'rak-nad, -mfdX n [d 
of a class (Arachnidafof artfir- 
£ V ^ bratCS * incIu ding the spid 

f havmg a segmented body.divid 

•ara^noid.x^'rak-.noidX n [NL 
cobweb, fr. arachne spider, spic 
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